
CHAPTER 29 
South Carolina Local Government Comprehensive Planning Enabling Act of 1994 

ARTICLE 1 
Creation of Local Planning Commission 

SECTION 6-29-310. "Local planning commission" defined. 
 For purposes of this chapter, "local planning commission" means a municipal planning commission, a 
county planning commission, a joint city-county planning commission, or a consolidated government 
planning commission. 

HISTORY: 1994 Act No. 355, Section 1. 

SECTION 6-29-320. Bodies authorized to create local planning commissions. 
 The city council of each municipality may create a municipal planning commission. The county council 
of each county may create a county planning commission. The governing body of a consolidated 
government may create a planning commission. Any combination of municipal councils and a county 
council or any combination of municipal councils may create a joint planning commission. 

HISTORY: 1994 Act No. 355, Section 1. 

SECTION 6-29-330. Areas of jurisdiction; agreement for county planning commission to act as municipal 
planning commission. 

(A) A municipality may exercise the powers granted under the provisions of this chapter in the total area
within its corporate limits. A county may exercise the powers granted under the provisions of this chapter 
in the total unincorporated area or specific parts of the unincorporated area. Unincorporated areas of the 
county or counties adjacent to incorporated municipalities may be added to and included in the area under 
municipal jurisdiction for the purposes of this chapter provided that the municipality and county councils 
involved adopt ordinances establishing the boundaries of the additional areas, the limitations of the 
authority to be exercised by the municipality, and representation on the boards and commissions provided 
under this chapter. The agreement must be formally approved and executed by the municipal council and 
the county councils involved. 

(B) The governing body of a municipality may designate by ordinance the county planning commission
as the official planning commission of the municipality. In the event of the designation, and acceptance by 
the county, the county planning commission may exercise the powers and duties as provided in this chapter 
for municipal planning commissions as are specified in the agreement reached by the governing authorities. 
The agreement must specify the procedures for the exercise of powers granted in the chapter and shall 
address the issue of equitable representation of the municipality and the county on the boards and 
commissions authorized by this chapter. This agreement must be formally stated in appropriate ordinances 
by the governing authorities involved. 

HISTORY: 1994 Act No. 355, Section 1. 

SECTION 6-29-340. Functions, powers, and duties of local planning commissions. 
(A) It is the function and duty of the local planning commission, when created by an ordinance passed

by the municipal council or the county council, or both, to undertake a continuing planning program for the 
physical, social, and economic growth, development, and redevelopment of the area within its jurisdiction. 
The plans and programs must be designed to promote public health, safety, morals, convenience, prosperity, 
or the general welfare as well as the efficiency and economy of its area of jurisdiction. Specific planning 
elements must be based upon careful and comprehensive surveys and studies of existing conditions and 
probable future development and include recommended means of implementation. The local planning 
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commission may make, publish, and distribute maps, plans, and reports and recommendations relating to 
the plans and programs and the development of its area of jurisdiction to public officials and agencies, 
public utility companies, civic, educational, professional, and other organizations and citizens. All public 
officials shall, upon request, furnish to the planning commission, within a reasonable time, such available 
information as it may require for its work. The planning commission, its members and employees, in the 
performance of its functions, may enter upon any land with consent of the property owner or after ten days' 
written notification to the owner of record, make examinations and surveys, and place and maintain 
necessary monuments and marks on them, provided, however, that the planning commission shall be liable 
for any injury or damage to property resulting therefrom. In general, the planning commission has the 
powers as may be necessary to enable it to perform its functions and promote the planning of its political 
jurisdiction. 
 (B) In the discharge of its responsibilities, the local planning commission has the power and duty to: 
  (1) prepare and revise periodically plans and programs for the development and redevelopment of its 
area as provided in this chapter; and 
  (2) prepare and recommend for adoption to the appropriate governing authority or authorities as a 
means for implementing the plans and programs in its area: 
   (a) zoning ordinances to include zoning district maps and appropriate revisions thereof, as provided 
in this chapter; 
   (b) regulations for the subdivision or development of land and appropriate revisions thereof, and to 
oversee the administration of the regulations that may be adopted as provided in this chapter; 
   (c) an official map and appropriate revision on it showing the exact location of existing or proposed 
public street, highway, and utility rights-of-way, and public building sites, together with regulations to 
control the erection of buildings or other structures or changes in land use within the rights-of-way, building 
sites, or open spaces within its political jurisdiction or a specified portion of it, as set forth in this chapter; 
   (d) a landscaping ordinance setting forth required planting, tree preservation, and other aesthetic 
considerations for land and structures; 
   (e) a capital improvements program setting forth projects required to implement plans which have 
been prepared and adopted, including an annual listing of priority projects for consideration by the 
governmental bodies responsible for implementation prior to preparation of their capital budget; and 
   (f) policies or procedures to facilitate implementation of planning elements. 
 
HISTORY: 1994 Act No. 355, Section 1. 
 
SECTION 6-29-350. Membership; terms of office; compensation; qualifications. 
 (A) A local planning commission serving not more than two political jurisdictions may not have less than 
five nor more than twelve members. A local planning commission serving three or more political 
jurisdictions shall have a membership not greater than four times the number of jurisdictions it serves. In 
the case of a joint city-county planning commission the membership must be proportional to the population 
inside and outside the corporate limits of municipalities. 
 (B) No member of a planning commission may hold an elected public office in the municipality or county 
from which appointed. Members of the commission first to serve must be appointed for staggered terms as 
described in the agreement of organization and shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified. 
The compensation of the members, if any, must be determined by the governing authority or authorities 
creating the commission. A vacancy in the membership of a planning commission must be filled for the 
unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment. The governing authority or authorities 
creating the commission may remove any member of the commission for cause. 
 (C) In the appointment of planning commission members the appointing authority shall consider their 
professional expertise, knowledge of the community, and concern for the future welfare of the total 
community and its citizens. Members shall represent a broad cross section of the interests and concerns 
within the jurisdiction. 
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HISTORY: 1994 Act No. 355, Section 1. 

SECTION 6-29-360. Organization of commission; meetings; procedural rules; records; purchases. 
(A) A local planning commission shall organize itself electing one of its members as chairman and one

as vice-chairman whose terms must be for one year. It shall appoint a secretary who may be an officer or 
an employee of the governing authority or of the planning commission. The planning commission shall 
meet at the call of the chairman and at such times as the chairman or commission may determine. 

(B) The commission shall adopt rules of organizational procedure and shall keep a record of its
resolutions, findings, and determinations, which record must be a public record. The planning commission 
may purchase equipment and supplies and may employ or contract for such staff and such experts as it 
considers necessary and consistent with funds appropriated. 

HISTORY: 1994 Act No. 355, Section 1. 

SECTION 6-29-370. Referral of matters to commission; reports. 
 The governing authority may provide for the reference of any matters or class of matters to the local 
planning commission, with the provision that final action on it may not be taken until the planning 
commission has submitted a report on it or has had a reasonable period of time, as determined by the 
governing authority to submit a report. 

HISTORY: 1994 Act No. 355, Section 1. 

SECTION 6-29-380. Funding of commissions; expenditures; contracts. 
 A local planning commission may cooperate with, contract with, or accept funds from federal 
government agencies, state government agencies, local general purpose governments, school districts, 
special purpose districts, including those of other states, public or eleemosynary agencies, or private 
individuals or corporations; it may expend the funds; and it may carry out such cooperative undertakings 
and contracts as it considers necessary. 

HISTORY: 1994 Act No. 355, Section 1. 
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